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The listing of claims presented below replaces all prior versions, and listings, of 

claims in the application. 

The Applicant wishes to make the following amendments to the claims of the 

above patent application: 

i istina of claims 

1 (previously presented) An air valve for a lid of a liquid container, which includes an 
annular membrane, wherein said lid contains at least one air passage opening, sa.d a.r 
valve comprising a reception element including a periphera. groove that is open towards 
the inner side of the lid is fastened to the inner side of the lid and comprises at least 
one air entry opening communicating with the air passage opening of the lid and 
leading into the groove, wherein a ring is insertable or inserted in the groove and the a.r 
entry opening is sealed at equal pressures on either side of the air entry open.ng and at 
an overpressure at the inner side of the lid, due to the bias of at least one groove wall 
designed as an annular membrane, and the air entry opening is released at an 
underpressure at the inner side of the lid. 

2 (previously presented) An air valve according to claim 1 , wherein the end region of 
the ring facing the air entry opening of the reception element in the inserted position of 
the ring is designed to be substantially conical in cross section. 

3 (previously presented) An air valve according to claim 2, wherein the end region of 
the ring facing the air entry opening of the reception element in the inserted position of 
the ring comprises at least one recess. 

4 (previously presented) An air valve according to claim 1 . wherein the ring is fixable 
or fixed in the reception element by the aid of a snap connection. 

5 (previously presented) An air valve according to claim 4, wherein the ring comprises 
on its outer side a circumferential bead for snapping into the groove of the rece P t,on 



PAGE 5/12* RCVD AT 6/26/2009 11:40:41 AM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF*/12 * DNIS:2738300 * CSID.312 427 6663 * DURATION <mm-ss):02-24 



06/26/2009 10:43 FAX 312 427 6663 LAD AS & PARRY LLP ©0006/0012 

PATENT 

Application Serial No. 10/542,307 Docket: cu _ 4299 

Response to Office Action dated March 31, 2009 



element. 



6. (previously presented) An air valve according to claim 1. wherein the inner groove 
wall is designed as an annular membrane. 

7 (previously presented) An air valve according to claim 1 , wherein the annular 
membrane comprises at least one thin spot to fix the bias ot the annular membrane. 

8 (previous* presented) An air valve accoreing to Calm 1, wherein the ring 
connected wnh a fastening ring extending in the direction of a preferably centra. I,d 
opening, via an inwardly extending connection flange. 

9. (previously presented) An air vaKre according to claim 8, wherein at least one 
ventilation opening is provided in the connection flange. 

10 (previous* presented, An air vahre according to claim 9. wherein the ventilation 
opelg o, me connection fiange, in the inserted position of the ring, is located ad^cen, 
to the inner groove wall designed as an annular membrane. 

11 (previously presented) Adrinking mouthpiece of a liquid container, which is made 
o, a substantially elastic materia, and arranged on a lid including an air vatire accordmg 
to claim 1 . 

12 (previously presented) Adrinking mouthpiece according to claim 11,whereinthe 
soft Iking mouthpiece, is produced by a mult^componen, injection molding process 
in one piece with the hard lid. 

13 (previously presented) A drinking mouthpiece according to claim 12. further 
comprising a valve assembly for the passage of liquid from a liquid container, wh,ch 
includes a flexible membrane having a. teast one valve opening and a substantial* 
rigid membrane supporting element having a. least one valve opening, wherem. wflh 
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the valve assembly being in a closed position, the membrane rests on the membrane 
supporting element and the valve opening of the membrane is sealingly covered by the 
membrane supporting element and the valve opening of the membrane supporting 
element is sealing* covered by the membrane, the membrane being inwardly curved .n 
said closed position, wherein, during the externa, application of pressure to the dnnkmg 
mouthpiece and/or the application of an underpressure at the membrane side facng 
away from the membrane supporting element, the membrane is in a resnapped, 
outwardly curved open position in which the valve openings of the membrane and 
membrane supporting element, respectively, are released. 

14. (previously presented) A drinking mouthpiece according to claim 1 3. wherein the 
membrane is substantially conical in its closed and open positions. 

15 (previously presented) A drinking mouthpiece according to claim 13 wherein the 
membrane supporting element comprises a valve seat surface substantially 
corresponding with the inwardly curved shape of the membrane in its closed position. 

16 (previously presented) A drinking mouth piece according to claim 13, wherein the 
drinking mouthpiece comprises a latch groove intended to receive the membrane 
supporting element configured as a latch body. 

17 (previously presented) A drinking mouthpiece according to claim 13, wherein the 
membrane supporting element is connected with a fastening ring via a web. 

18. (previously presented) A drinking mouthpiece according claim 13, wherein the 
drinking mouthpiece is designed to be substantially oval in top view. 

19 (previously presented) A drinking mouthpiece according to claim 18, wherein the 
web used to fasten the membrane supporting element is designed in a plate-shaped 
manner with the plane defined by the plate-shaped web extending in the direction of the 
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longer axis of the drinking mouthpiece in top view. 

20. (previously presented) A drinking mouthpiece according to claim 13, wherein the 
membrane comprises several valve openings arranged along a circular line. 

21 . (previously presented) A drinking mouthpiece according to claim 13, wherein the 
membrane supporting element comprises a substantially central valve opening. 

22. (previously presented) A valve assembly according to claim 13, wherein the 
mouthpiece, formed as a drinking spout, extends beyond the membrane, whereby an 
elevated drinking spout edge is formed as a membrane protection and spacer element. 

23. (previously presented) A drinking mouthpiece according to claim 13, wherein the 
membrane supporting element is made of polypropylene (PP). 

24. (previously presented) A drinking mouthpiece according to claim 12, wherein the 
soft drinking mouthpiece is made of a thermoplastic elastomer (TPE), and the hard lid is 
made of polypropylene (PP). 
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